IRON.

ture a solution of iron in muriatic acid. By kneading
this mixture, and heating it, the iron and mercury which
combine together gradually assume the metallic lustre*.

5. Iron may be united to copper by fusion, but not Copper,
without considerable difficulty. The alloy has been
applied to no use. It is of a grey colour, has but little
ductility, and is much less fusible than copper. The-
nard has ascertained, that it is attracted by the magnet,
even when the iron constitutes only -rg-th of the alloyt*
Mr Levavasseur has published some observations,which
render it probable that the variety of iron called hot
short iron, because it is brittle when red hot, sometimes
owes its peculiarities to the presence of copper. This
variety possesses a greater degree of tenacity than com-
mon iron, and therefore answers better for some pur-
poses. It may be hammered when white hot. As
soon as it cools, so far as to assume a brown colour, the .
forging must be stopt till it becomes of an obscure
cherry red, and then it may be continued till the iron/
js quite cold f.
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